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leadership news

Connecting Salvos in Mission
Want to know what’s happening within The Salvation Army as it happens?

Go to salvosonline.org.au for all the latest news, leadership updates, missional stories,  
features, viewpoints, reviews, history articles and more.

Message from the Commissioner
Hi everyone, 

Good news!

Today, we have taken another step forward in centralising the important work 
and stories of our movement by merging Others Online and Salvos Magazine 
(web) into one new online channel: Salvos Online – Connecting Salvos in Mission.

Salvos Online will now be the home and heart of Salvos community news 
and include stories, features, videos from Salvos Studios, book releases from 
Salvos Publishing, links to Kidzone and mySalvos and much more. 

I encourage you to regularly visit Salvos Online to read, watch and engage 
with the many Jesus-centred, Spirit-led and community-focused work happen-
ing across our nation.

This newsletter will also be available in a printable PDF.

For those who enjoy reading and/or circulating our print materials, Salvos 
Magazine and Kidzone will continue to be printed in a hard-copy format,  
available weekly. 

Bless you, and happy reading. 

Commissioner Miriam Gluyas
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Official opening heralds new era  
for Dandenong Corps
By Cliff Worthing

It was fitting that Chief Secretary Colonel Winsome 
Merrett performed the official opening and dedication 
of the new Dandenong Corps building in Victoria on 11 
January. 

Not only are she and her husband, Victoria Divisional 
Commander Colonel Kelvin Merrett, members of the 
corps, but Winsome has had multiple connections with 
the project over the years.

The Merretts were divisional leaders 12 years ago when 
rebuilding plans were first proposed, and Winsome was 
then involved in the sod-turning ceremony in July 2021 to 
herald the start of construction.

“It is my hope that many lives will be transformed as a result 
of the practical expressions of the love of Jesus that are 
demonstrated by our committed staff and officers at the 
Dandenong hub on a daily basis,” Winsome said.

The new building received Victorian State Government 
support through Development Victoria, the delivery 
agency for the Revitalising Central Dandenong Project, 
which aims to transform Central Dandenong into a 
vibrant economic and service hub. One of the require-
ments for government support was for the Salvos to build 
a facility with architectural merit.

news
“It certainly looks impressive, inside and out,” said 
Captain Fleur Hodge, Dandenong Corps Officer. “The 
opening generated a lot of interest from locals who have 
watched it being built, and many dropped by to check it 
out during, and after, the ceremony.”

The Salvation Army has been active in the Dandenong 
community for 138 years. The new building has brought 
the corps programs, community support services and 
thrift shop under one roof rather than being spread 
across three separate sites in Dandenong.

The consolidation of Salvo services under one roof began 
in December 2022.

Fleur explained that community members could connect 
with corps programs more easily because people are 
readily available on-site. For example, someone may 
come through Doorways, or attend the playgroup, and 
then connect with the youth group, mentoring program, 
or financial counselling. She mentioned they had noticed 
an increase in participation in corps programs already.

Later this year, all Salvo services using the building will 
develop a joint local mission plan to maximise the bene-
fits of working within the same space.

“We believe it is a great space for the community to 
connect, feel comfortable and safe, and receive the 
full-service Salvo experience,” Fleur said.

The front entrance of the new Dandenong Corps complex

Colonel Winsome Merrett opens the corps building with Captain 
Fleur Hodge. Photo: Major Graham Maxfield

The foyer area of the new building at Dandenong Corps.   

Cr Eden Foster (City of Greater Dandenong Mayor), Cr Angela 
Long, Gabrielle Williams (State Member for Dandenong), Colonel 
Winsome Merrett, Cr Rhonda Garad, Cr Sophie Tan, Colonel Kelvin 
Merrett, Commissioner Miriam Gluyas and Julian Hill (Federal 
Member for Bruce).



March 2023

Revival: Work of the Spirit intensified
The Asbury Revival is an ongoing Christian worship 
service being staged at Asbury University in Wilmore, 
Kentucky, USA. The event started after students 
spontaneously stayed in Hughes Auditorium follow-
ing a regular chapel service on 8 February. News 
of the revival was quickly spread on social media 
and in Christian online publications. MAJOR PETER 
FARTHING explores the concept of a revival and the 
impact the Asbury Revival could have on the Christian 
church worldwide.

Just like lightning in the sky, revivals appear in this 
world from time to time. They might burn for only a few 
months; they might go on for years. They might capture 
a single church or a whole swathe of churches; they might 
launch a movement. They come in different forms, but 
the bottom line, they bring life.

“When you read the history of the past,” said Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones in his lectures on revival, “you find that there 
have been periods in the history of the Church when she 
was full of life, and vigour, and power.”

Numbers of people were converted regularly, day by 
day, week by week. Christian people delighted in prayer. 
You did not have to whip them into prayer meetings, 
you could not keep them away ... they would stay all 
night praying ... and men and women were able to tell of 
rich experiences of the grace of God that thrilled them 
and moved them, and made them feel that it was more 
precious than the whole world.

What has been happening at Asbury University, Kentucky, 
since the morning chapel service of 8 February seems 
very much like the revivals Lloyd-Jones described.

viewpoint

Presence of God
As I said, revivals do not all look the same. They do, 
however, have one thing in common. As Timothy Keller 
put it, revivals are “always seasons in which the ordinary 
operations of the Holy Spirit are greatly intensified.”

And there is another common experience – the presence 
of God is tangibly real.

People will say, “But God is always present. The Holy 
Spirit is continually with the Church; there is no need to 
expect any more.” But the Scriptures reveal that God can 
come powerfully present; God’s people may experience 
his presence. They can encounter his holy power. They 
can feel him moving, see him convicting, sense his near-
ness and power. That happens powerfully during revivals. 
And it fires the people of God like nothing else can.

“Suddenly,” wrote Martyn Lloyd-Jones, “those present 
in the meeting become aware that someone has come 
amongst them, they are aware of a glory, they are aware 
of a presence ... They really feel that they are in heaven – 
they have forgotten time ... God has come down amongst 
them and has filled the place and the people with a sense 
of his glorious presence.”

The Salvation Army’s Bramwell Booth was only in his 
early 20s when he led all nights of prayer and holiness 
meetings in which the Holy Spirit moved just like that. He 
said there were moments in those meetings when people 
were overcome “by a sense of overwhelming spiritual 
reality”. That is a powerful experience for anybody – a 
sense of overwhelming spiritual reality.

In the second week of the Asbury continual meeting, 
New York-based Salvationists Steve and Sharon Bussey 
drove to Wilmore, Kentucky, to experience God’s actions. 

The scene of the Asbury Revival at Asbury University in the US, where students have entered their third week of ongoing services.
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Steve reported: “Last night and today, we are hearing 
testimony after testimony of discovering that Jesus is 
real! That God really loves us.” That is another way of 
describing the real and felt presence of God. It is, as 
Methodist historian Howard Snyder said, “the essential 
dynamic in movements of spiritual renewal”.

God’s purpose
What, then, is God up to in such times? Well, revivals 
bring two marvellous phenomena.

First, God’s people come alive. Brian Edwards said that 
during a revival, Christians are “saturated with God”. 
Michael McClymond reports: “Participants in revivals 
speak of their vivid sense of spiritual things, great joy 
and faith, deep sorrow over sin, passionate desire to 
evangelise others, and heightened feelings of love for 
God and their fellow humanity.”

As a result of this and the Spirit of God’s direct work, 
you get the second phenomenon. God’s kingdom rapidly 
expands. “God’s work accelerates,” wrote J.I. Packer. 
“Truth spreads, and people are born again and grow in 
Christ, with amazing rapidity.”

Why needed
Why are revivals needed? For the same reason, we need to 
wake up each morning because we have been asleep. The 
Church tends to fall asleep, sedated by what Paul called the 
flesh, lulled by the world. The story of the Church is not one 
of continual progress and life – things decline, and life fades. 
But from time to time, churches need God’s reviving touch.

Another way to look at it is to say God renews his 
Church. Over time, churches become old-fashioned, grow 
tired, drift into deadening theology, lose spiritual life, and 
accommodate the world. In that state, the Church needs 
to be renewed.

There is another reason God needs to revive and renew. 
God wants his Church to reach the world for Christ, but 
the world keeps changing. As Helmut Thielicke put it, 
“The gospel must constantly be forwarded to a new 
address because the recipient is repeatedly changing his 
place of address.” New measures are required. And so, 
God renews – enlivens and modernises his Church.

Ways to go deep
Now just as lightning looks for places to touch the earth, 
the Spirit will seek opportunities to touch lives. To go 
deep. To inject life and bring repentance and holiness. 
For example, in the early Salvation Army, he used lengthy 
prayer and holiness meetings with the mercy seat open. 
We might think of the 24/7 Prayer Movement as another 
way God used to work deeply in many.

At Asbury, singing, biblical teaching, silence, and times of 
confession seem to be the menu. Steve Bussey reported: 
“Words being used to describe this revival include the 
following: gentle, patient, clean, innocent, kind, simple, 
real, and expectant ... No superstars. No sizzle. Meeting 
the Father is the focus.”

Church historian Richard Lovelace said God looks for 
something else so he can touch lives. He said revivals only 
happen when there is “the proclamation of the Gospel 
in depth.’ That is, when the cross of Christ is proclaimed, 
and with it a call for radical repentance and a promise 
of regeneration by the Spirit and of sanctification. That 
seems to be happening at Asbury as well.

Across communities
So far, I have focused especially on the meetings where 
the Spirit moves in power. That is certainly one thing 
people are reporting out of Asbury. But there are other 
ways of looking at revival.

There are revivals, for example, that last for years and 
extend across many communities.

I have mentioned Bramwell Booth because Dr Roger Green 
and I are writing Bramwell’s biography. At the age of 22, 
an overworked and exhausted Bramwell got away to the 
town of Värnamo, Sweden, for a rest. The trouble was God 
was sending revivals all over Sweden, and he sent one to 
Värnamo, and Bramwell led it. Once more, the presence of 
God was palpably real, and many unlikely people got saved.

Something similar seems to have been happening in Iran 
in recent years. In that most unlikely of nations, people 
have quietly become Christians. “Right now, you can see 
the results of the Holy Spirit,” Raizal, a believer in Iran, 
said. “From 1994, there were about 100,000 believers. 
Right now, there are over three million. You can see what 
the Holy Spirit is doing with the people.”

That is a second way God works.

Renewal movements
But there is a third, crucial way to understand how God 
works to revive his Church. Not only does he come in 
meetings, but he also creates movements.

What will happen to those students at Asbury who have 
met the living Christ? Chances are, they will go and tell 
others about it. You can already find testimonies online 
as well, really powerful words. Chances are, the young 
people will connect with others who have been switched 
on. They will meet together for prayer. Maybe groups will 
go and clean the home of some elderly person. Maybe 
they will visit the homeless. Maybe they will start new 
congregations to reach non-Christians of their gener-
ation. Maybe they will connect with other alive young 
Christians across the country, and across the world.

Rapidly, one person will ‘infect’ another, a network will 
grow, and you will get a movement. Revivals, it has been 
said, are Holy Spirit-infused people movements.

I remember some years ago when the UK’s Phil Wall and 
others were raising up young people around the Salvation 
Army world, General Paul Rader called that a renewal 
movement. That’s a technical term for what God creates – 
a renewal movement.

Renewal movements often make high demands on their 
members for holiness and mission. But, as Charles Mellis 
showed, those demands actually add to the network’s 
appeal, especially among young people.

John Wesley’s Methodism began as a renewal movement. 
The Salvation Army began its rapid expansion in 1878 as a 
renewal movement. The Alpha Course and the 100 church 
plants out of London’s Holy Trinity Brompton is another.  
I met an Indian man who trains church planters to go into 
rural villages, and he sends out a new planter just about 
every week. There are many renewal movements.

Hopefully, this 2023 revival at Asbury University will 
become another.

Major Peter Farthing is a retired officer of the Australia 
Territory.
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Heather Moore - the Salvos’ passionate 
anti-trafficking advocate
Heather Moore has been The Salvation Army’s contact 
point for modern slavery for many years and was 
instrumental in research and advocacy support for the 
Modern Slavery Act. She now has a new appointment – 
Responsible Sourcing Manager – trying to ensure there 
is no slavery involved in supply chains for goods and 
services the Army uses. Salvos Online writer SIMONE 
WORTHING recently caught up with Heather and chat-
ted about her new role.

What does the role of Responsible Sourcing Manager 
entail?

Heather: My role is to build and embed systems of 
supply chain due diligence. This enables us to understand 
where modern slavery and other human rights risks lie, 
and to enable people in the organisation dealing with 
suppliers to address those risks effectively. The procure-
ment world has been under a lot of pressure to research 
social, environmental and governance risks in sourcing 
goods and services – not just making sure they have 
certainty of supply but also balancing that with risks to 
workers in the supply chain. With the passage of Modern 
Slavery Act, which The Salvation Army was heavily 
involved in, our procurement team became involved in 
modern slavery reporting which is led out of the risk and 
compliance area because procurement is really where the 
rubber hits the road.

Is the work you are doing potentially something other 
organisations could use?

Heather: Because of our unparalleled understanding 
of the victim survivor experience and our capacity as a 
service organisation, we do have some moral author-
ity in advising businesses about how to tailor their 
standard business processes to be more victim- and 
survivor-centric. The procedures I’m setting up involve 
eliciting responses from potential suppliers about how 
they’re managing their modern slavery risks. I’ve written 
draft guidance for staff on what to do once a supplier 
or procurement is deemed to be high risk and how to 
engage that supplier, because there’ll be some goods 
and procurements for which there may not necessarily be 
an alternative supply. So we need to work with positively 
with our suppliers.

What does a typical day at work look like for you?

Heather: I wear a couple of hats – my typical day varies 
between my PhD work and my responsible sourcing 
hat. I’m studying for a PhD in law at RMIT university 
which involves interdisciplinary research looking at how 
to structure decision-making for organisations to foster 
more victim-led, victim-centered remediation when 
slavery is detected. The Salvation Army is supporting 
that research in two ways, allowing me to allocate time 
for that research and also participating as an industry 
partner. This year I’ll be looking to start some laboratory 
and field experiments with industry partners where I put 

everyday salvo

a remediation tool into the field and test how it goes and 
what is needed to enable organisations to make more 
optimal decisions when it comes to responding to cases 
of modern slavery in their supply chains.

Why should The Salvation Army, primarily as a church, 
be involved in the anti-trafficking movement?

Heather: There’s a theological mandate – we are called 
by God to set the oppressed free: “Learn to do good; 
seek justice; correct oppression” (Isaiah chapter 1 verse 
17). “Defend the weak and the fatherless. Uphold the 
cause of the poor and oppressed” (Isaiah chapter 82 
verse 3). It’s not only about setting people free or rescu-
ing people, it’s also about addressing the systemic drivers 
of oppression.

What drives you to get up each day?

Heather: First and foremost, I’m motivated by my experi-
ences of working with and walking alongside survivors. It 
has been the privilege of my life to be part of their jour-
neys – they are some of the strongest, most inspirational 
people I’ve ever met. I really hate to see them portrayed 
as victims and as broken because, while their experiences 
are indescribably horrible, the real story is that they go 
on. I feel called to carry that message forward and be a 
champion for representing survivorship and triumph over 
adversity, and that’s why I’ve stayed in the policy and 
advocacy space for such a long time – and now research. 
I feel so gratified that I get to dive deep and really apply 
myself.bring two marvellous phenomena.

First, God’s people come alive. Brian Edwards said that

Heather Moore works to ensure there is no slavery involved in 
Salvation Army supply chains.



March 2023

Called by God to lead

Shortly after her starting as head of The Salvation 
Army in Australia on 1 February 2023, MAJOR PETER 
McGUIGAN spoke with Commissioner Miriam Gluyas 
about her life and her vision for the mission of the Salvos.

Commissioner Miriam Gluyas, recently appointed 
Territorial Commander for The Salvation Army Australia 
and Chair of its Board of Governance, believes that 
accessibility of leaders is vital to the success of any organ-
isation in any sector of society – including the religious 
and charity sectors.

“It would kill me if I wasn’t able to be accessible,” she 
says with a firmness that tells you she is serious. “Times 
have changed. It’s no longer about position and title. We 
have to be highly relational in these days. We’re in a post-
modern, post-Christian, post-COVID world.”

Taking that a step 
further, the new 
Salvos leader 
seeks to hear and 
welcome all points 
of view. “The 
important thing 
is to come into a 
room and value 
the diversity and 
the contribution of 
everyone in that 
room.

“Together, we 
recognise the way 
ahead may not be 
clear, but ‘our eyes 
are on you Lord 
because you can 
show us the way’. 
Together we will 
pray and we will wrestle with the issues, and everyone’s 
opinion will count. I can’t tell you how important that is for 

feature
me – that the voice of all is heard.”

That might come as a breath of fresh air to Australians, 
for whom many executive leaders almost seem unknow-
able or remote at best. And certainly, it’s a good sign for 
the more than 17,000 signed-up Salvos and 8000 employ-
ees working under her leadership. It says a lot about 
exactly who Miriam Gluyas is and the kind of leader she 
has become.

Born in 1959 into a Salvation Army family and raised in 
the Victorian city of Ballarat, at her admission, her child-
hood and teenage years were “fortunate”. They deliv-
ered both an outlook on life that sees anything being 
possible and a foundation steeped in the faith, hope and 
love practice of her family and The Salvation Army.

“What makes me who I am today is really my family of 
origin,” she says with a glint in her eye and an open smile. 
“Very strong values, we loved well, we wrestled well, you 
knew that you could be anything, do anything.

“Our roots go way back into The Salvation Army. 
My great-great-grandmother was a church planter in 
Scotland. It was a really solid foundation of love and 
acceptance. I loved life, loved a challenge, never thought 
anything was too hard.”

Early role models
Miriam says Ballarat was a great place to grow up. She 
learnt to barrack for the Geelong Cats even though her 
dad was a strong Collingwood Magpies supporter. It was 
a good wrestle she remembers well.

She went to Mount Clear Primary School and then 
Ballarat and Clarendon College, a Presbyterian school. 
At Clarendon, while you were expected to succeed, she 
affirms it was a great environment to grow and develop.

“I had some great role-modelling whether at church, at 
school or at home. My grandmother always lived with us. 
She was strong, independent, opinionated. My father was 
very much a debater. He and I would disagree on most 
things and debate them. My mother was a beautiful, 
amiable lady.

Commissioner Miriam Gluyas gives her first sermon after being 
installed as Territorial Commander of the Australia Territory during 
a ceremony at Project 614 Corps in Melbourne on Sunday 12 
February 2023. Photo: Ben Whimpey – Indimax Productions

Miriam had a dream of pursuing a professional golf career before 
becoming a Salvation Army officer. Photo: Shairon Paterson

Commissioner Miriam Gluyas enjoys a 
lighter moment during her Installation 
service in Melbourne on Sunday. Photo: 
Ben Whimpey – Indimax Productions
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Miriam had a dream of pursuing a professional golf career 
before becoming a Salvation Army officer. Photo: Shairon 
Paterson

“So I think I got the best of every world between the 
three of them. Close to all of them. I’ve lost my Nanna 
and Mum now, but Dad is still with us, and we’re still 
debating. This independence, this free spirit, this debater. 
I’ve become highly relational. I love people.”

There is a confidence about Commissioner Gluyas and 
an evenness in her temperament that tells you she has 
carried the best fruit of her formative years into adult-
hood and her leadership roles in The Salvation Army. 
In the late 1970s, she relocated with her family to Port 
Macquarie on the NSW mid-north coast. Despite wanting 
to teach sport and pursue professional golf, she trained 
as a Salvation Army officer and was commissioned in 
January 1983 in Sydney.

Since then, her posts have included being at the frontline as 
a corps officer (pastor) for Salvation Army faith communi-
ties (corps); a training officer at the Officer Training College; 
a divisional youth secretary; divisional commander of The 
Salvation Army NSW/ACT Division; and, internationally, as a 
chief secretary of The Salvation Army Papua New Guinea.

Turning points
Notwithstanding her positive, nothing’s impossible 
outlook, Commissioner Gluyas talks about turning points in 
her life that have prepared her along the way for the next 
steps. One of these was when she was appointed to lead 
a church plant in the Newcastle suburb of Eastlakes. “God 
said very clearly to me, ‘Are you going to do it your way or 
my way this time?’ I thought, ‘That’s a bit rude, God!’

“But I knew exactly what he meant. I’m a person who 
loves life; I can do things, I can see where we’re going 
to go and how to get there. But God was showing me 
there’s a better way, and that is to say, ‘Holy Spirit, I actu-
ally need you; I need you to come through.’

“So we fasted, we prayed, we did the journey together, 
we relied on the Spirit and asked for his presence 
constantly. As we did, we saw a plant that went from 
basically nothing to a couple of hundred with so many 
salvations and people’s lives transformed. What God 
showed me was a defining moment because that would 
then be how I did ministry through the years.”

Enrolling senior soldiers at Bankstown Corps in Sydney 
during her time as divisional commander of the NSW/
ACT Division.

Another turning point was when she arrived back in 
Australia from Papua New Guinea, where she had been 
Chief Secretary for three years. It was January 2016, and 
she was appointed to lead the NSW/ACT Division.

“God gave me a picture of him standing with his arms 
folded and saying, ‘When you’re ready in the West, when 
you’re finished with all your cleverness and your money 
and your consultants and everything else, I’m here.’

“I have a really strong calling on my life that aligns with 
this vision. It’s that what God can do in a Developing 
Nation, he can do in the West. And it’s probably why I am 
here now. In the West, we have to really seek out how to 
rely on God. Every day, I’m committed to praying, ‘Holy 
Spirit, please come; I need you; you make the decisions; 
you walk with me.’ It’s a deliberate, daily choice.”

‘Oaks of righteousness’
Commissioner Gluyas describes herself as a visionary 
strategist but quickly adds that she values the lessons 
she has learnt along the way, including the importance of 
seeking individual and collective wisdom.

She understands the challenges facing the church and char-
ity sector in the 2020s and sees that the difference between 
the Salvos flourishing and stagnating will be personal and 
corporate renewal of the group’s spiritual heart.

Scripturally, she says Salvos should take the calling of 
Jesus as their own, personally and collectively. “We are to 
be an Isaiah 61, Luke 4 people,” she stresses. “‘The Spirit 
of the sovereign Lord’ is on us. We have to make sure, 
first and foremost, that this is true. We are to be ‘oaks of 
righteousness’ (Isaiah 61:3). The people of God have to 
put their roots down deep. They’ve got to be the place 
where people want to come and shelter, the place where 
people find refuge, where we can sit and talk and explore 
together. If we’re not oaks of righteousness, we can’t do 
what God’s asking us to do.

“[As Isaiah 61:3 also says] we’re to bring ‘beauty for ashes’. 
We live in a world where kids are trying out all sorts of 
things. We live in a world without hope. So we’re to bring 
beauty instead of ashes. It’s the Salvation Army deal ...

“Again, if we’re not oaks of righteousness, we can’t 
bring the beauty for ashes. As the people of God 
called Salvation Army, we need to rise up and let’s go! 
We need to create a new story. Sometimes the world 
likes us better than we like ourselves. Our story is 
transformation.”

Commissioner Gluyas describes these days for The 
Salvation Army as “scary-exciting”. Getting it right is a 
big, big deal, she says. “We’re a mission movement born 
to be propelled by the Spirit of God into our communi-
ties, living out the transforming love of Jesus. That’s who 
and what we must be. We must be close to God.”

Major Peter McGuigan serves as Corps Officer of Sydney 
Congress Hall Corps and Faith Integration Leader for the 
Salvos in the City of Sydney. From 1 March 2023, he will 
be The Salvation Army’s Head of Government Relations 
for Australia, based in Canberra. Additionally, he is a 
writer for Others Online and Salvos Magazine.

Enrolling senior soldiers at Bankstown Corps in Sydney during her 
time as divisional commander of the NSW/ACT Division.   


